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Dear Speech, Drama and Debate Colleagues, 

Welcome to the season! (I have been waiting until February to say that ) 

I want to encourage all of us to follow up on our ideas from the spring meeting.  

We have the chance to build up this amazing program statewide. To do that we may have to rethink the 
way we see the schedule and how we set up our meets. 

If you are hosting a meet, please invite schools from all classes to your tournament.  At the spring 
meeting, many coaches commented that they would appreciate the opportunity to attend tournaments 
outside their classification.  

Also, please attend tournaments that are not in your classification. You may need to ask a coach to invite 
your school if you are not on the list of usual attendees. Most coaches are more than willing to invite 
schools that ask.  

Seek out and mentor new coaches and new programs. We’ve all been “newbies” and most of us remember 
the coaches that helped us.  

In addition, BC schools discussed hosting double-entry so more Class AA and A schools would be 
encouraged to attend and BC schools can experience this option.  

• When coaches attend tournaments with a wider selection of schools, then communication between 
coaches and classifications is better.  

• When our students have the chance to compete in a variety of opportunities and outside their comfort 
zones, then we all have stronger competitors. 

• When we increase the level of competition, then we all benefit and the program as a whole benefits.  
 
There are some significant rule changes this year. Please look through the rules and check for the boldface 
items. The complete summary of rules changes is on the MHSA website; some of the more substantial 
changes involve: 

• Interp – A and BC. 
• Debate pairings for A and BC 
• Debate evidence procedures and citation requirements 
• Class A sweepstakes points 
• Ballots for all events are new this year. 
 
Remember that the MHSA website (http://www.mhsa.org/) is updated regularly throughout the season.  
 
MFEA will be at MEA-MFT conference with a ton of great workshop options specifically for coaches.  
 
The National Speech and Debate Association (NFL) (http://www.speechanddebate.org/) also has coaching 
resources available, as does the NFHS http://www.nfhs.org/activities-sports/speech-debate-theatre/ . 
 
I’m looking forward to a great season, great competition, and great coffee! 

Doug 
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