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The following items proposed by the Music Committee were approved by the MHSA Executive Board for 
implementation in 2014-15.   
 
Page 231 - II. ELIGIBILITY 
 
Amendment to “Major Performing Group” definition: 
 
  Any student participating in instrumental and/or vocal events at the district and state music festivals or other 

interschool music activities must be a member of a major performing group, and that group must participate 
in the district festival*.  . 

 
 DEFINITION 

   “Major Performing Group” refers to all concert bands, choirs and orchestras.  These represent the curricular 
study of music and promote ensembles such as pep band, jazz band, swing choir, show choir etc., outgrowths of the 
“Major Performing Groups.” 
 
(4) A student must be an enrolled member (receiving credit) of a major curricular performing group, and that 

group must participate in the district festival.  (Major Curricular Performing Group refers to bands, choirs and 

orchestras but excludes jazz bands, jazz choirs and percussion class. These represent the curricular study of 
music and promote ensembles outside of the school.)  

 
 Piano soloists must also be a member of a curricular performing group or an accompanist of a major curricular 

performing group.  In exceptional cases, where a member school does not have a high school music program, 
any student studying with a private teacher may enter the district and state music festivals with the approval of 
the local school administrator provided the appropriate MHSA dues are paid. 

 
 
Pages 229-246 – Music Handbook 
 
A re-codification of the current MHSA music rules and regulations was approved. There have been some 
editorial changes (i.e. “manager” change to “chair” to be consistent) and merged sections, but the only 
substantive rules changes are outlined above.  The more significant rewritten parts will be shown in bold, 
italic print in the coming 2014-15 Music Booklet. 
 
The following item proposed by the Music Committee was denied by the MHSA Executive Board.  
 
II. ELIGIBILITY 
 
The proposed change reflected below was denied: 
 
(1) Only high school students from member schools of the Montana High School Association may take part in the 

district music festival.  There is an exception for grade school pupils through grade eight of the same school 
system that are regular members of the high school curricular performing groups.   

 
Grade school pupils through grade eight of the same school system may be permitted to participate in high 
school band, orchestra, chorus, or other instrumental or vocal ensembles without affecting their eligibility after 
they become high school pupils.  However, students below the ninth grade may not participate at the state 

level. These students may be permitted to participate in high school band, orchestra, chorus, or 
instrumental/vocal ensembles at the district level, but not solos. Students below the ninth grade 
may not participate at the state level except eighth grade students from Class C schools who 
participate in an ensemble at the district festival and earn a Superior would be eligible to go 
to State if they meet general eligibility requirements, no parts are doubled in the ensemble, 
and they comprise ¼ (or less) of the ensemble members.  A county high school and a public 
elementary school in the same city shall be considered parts of the same school system. 

 


